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LCRA to buy Lakeside Irrigation Co; Monday 

# i ^ & M f > ' ^ ^ ^ ^ 

The Lower Colorado 
River Authority and 
Lakeside Irrigation Co. of 
Eagle Lake announced here 
Tuesday that the sale of the 
water company to the quasi 
state agency will become 

-final next Monday, and 
LCRA will open its offices 
here Tu«sday morning, 
February 1. 

The new LCRA entity 
^ i l l be known as Lakeside 

Water Division, and will 
continue to provide 
irrigation for ap-
proximatley 28,500 acres in 
Colorado and Wharton 
counties through ap 
proximately 270 miles of 
canals. 

At the same time, W. E. 
"Bill" West, Jr., the LCRA 
s y s t e m o p e r a t i o n s 
nrianager, announced the 
water rate for the 1983 rice 
crop will increase to $59 per 
acre for the first crop and 
$20 per acre for the second 
crop. Last season's rates 
were $52-50 and $15. 

. Dan Thornton, president 
of Lakeside, and West made 
those and ot^er comments 

during the annpal barbecue 
luncheon that Lakeside 
sponsors for farmers and 
others allied with the area 
rice industry. 

The afternoon's only 
round of applause came 
when Jay Anderson of 
C^esterville, a .member of 
the LCRA board of direc 
tors, spoke in praise of 
David Wintermann, Lake 
side owner, for "the leading 
role he has taken in the 
development of Ihp area." 
\. Questions from the 
audience""centered around 
water costs and delivery 
timing, as well as what ef­
fect the federal Paymen-
I In Kind program might 
have on rates and~future 
water availability. 

The signing of the sale 
papers on Monday will end 
about two years of 
negotiations between 
Lakeside/tnd LCRA. One of 
the comments that Ander 
son made was that for many 
years Wintermann said that 
if and when he sold the 
irrigation company, it 
would be to LCRA, 

It was only a year ago 

Festival commitlee meets 
On Thursday afternoon, 

the Festival Committee, a 
subcommittee of the Revi' 
talization Committee, meet 

-to discuss plans for a 
-festival in downtown Eagle 
Lake. 

Candy McCreary, chair­
man of the committee, said 
Monday that an exact date 
has not been .set, however, 

^ e goal is for the last of 
^|}ril or first of .May. She 

stated that local artisans 
will be given first priority 
in reserving booths. Adver­
tising to bring in different 
exhibitors will begin in the 
near future. 

Anyone wishing to spon-
son an event or reserve a 
booth is. asked to call Mrs. 
Joe H. (Candy) McCreary. 

The next meettng of the 
committee is srheckiled for 
this Thursday afternoon. 

this month; during last 
year's barbecue luncheon, 
that Thornton publically 
announced the negotiations 
were in progress, and at 
that time said' they should 
be wrapped up in six mon 
ths. 

Tuesday, Thornton said 
that with the exception of 
himself and Henry Brune, 
all other Lakeside employes 
would be employed by 
LCRA. West amplified that 
statement by saying that 
for the 1983 season he ex 
pects very few, if any, 
changes in the local 
opwraUwt. j . 

Timployes include Tom 
my Pilkington, general 
superintendent; Frank 
Davidson, supervisor; 
Ralph Johnson, plant super­
visor; W- C. Alley, njain-
tenance supervisor, and 
Rick Holden, assistant 
maintenance supervisor; 

Water bosses are Butch 
Herman, David Ellis and 
Joe Herbert McCreary; 
plant operators are John' 
Burris, Gus Loessin,. Alan 
Woolridge, Sidney Perry, 
Jimmy Lyons, Richard 

• Lyons, and Louis Mascheck. 

West said an operations 
manager for the Eagle Lake 

operation would be hired 
"in fairly short order," and 
that their temporary offices 
would open February 1 as 
scheduled in the first floor 
of the Wintermann building 
at 123 N-. McCarty. There 
has been no decision made. 
West said, about per 
manent headquarters here. 

As he began his commen 
ts when introduced by 
Thornton, West specifically 
answered the main question 
that has beep discussed in 
recent weeks...that of the 
water price. 

The increases, 12.4 per­
cent for the first crop and, 
25 percent for the second, 
are lower than Lakeside 
would have charged if it had 
not been sold, Thornton 
sj^id. "Rest assured they 
would have been six or 
seven dollars higher," he 
said. 

• West explained that most 
of the increase is at 
trtbutable to the cost of 
energy to run the pumping 
operation. However, LCRA 
is a non-profit organization 
and bases its rates on 
"Costs of service," he said. 
Anderson asked that if the 
LCRA estimate should be 
higher than actual costs, 
would the rates be reduced. 

The reply was that the 
farmer will get the benefit . 
of the doubt. But, West in­
toned that should ' the 
estimates be low, rates 
would increase. 

L V. Duncan asked 
whether there would beany 
changes in the maintenance 
o,f the canals.. West replied 
that if any, draglines would 
be used to clear canals 
more, and backhoes would 
be- used less. 

Eddie Wiese and "Lanny 
Powers both asked question 
relative to the PIK 
program. Wiese was told 
that there has.been .no 
decision made on changing 
the late February date that 
water contracts need to be 
signed. That might be a • 
problem since farmers have . 
until early March to sign up 
for PIK. 

Powers wanted to know 
that if farmers participate 
in PIK, and reduce their 
water usage, what effect 
would that have on future 
water usage based on past 
practice. We.st said he could 
not answer the question" 
sperifically, but that the in 
flucnce of the large LCRA ' 
organization would be used 
when and if problems 
relative to that arose. 

Rice FFA show and sale 
i i ^ ^ e r e w 

Bill West, system operations manager f o f ^ h e Lower Colorado River 
Authority, answers questions following the meeting Tuesrfa.v announcing 
that the sale of Lakeside Irrigation Co., Inc. would be concluded Monday. In 
the background is Frank Higgins and with his back to the camera i.s l.\'. 
Duncan. . . * 

. Commissioners plan better ; 

money management 
The 1983- Rice F.F.A. 

Show -and Sale will be held 
on Saturday, February 5 at 
the Rice F.F.A. Show Bam 
on the Rice High School 
Campus in Akair. 

We will begin the day 

• • • • • • • " " ^ ^ - ' - * • : . . . • . - - . , ; • - i 

Npvember sales 
increased here 

with a trail ride sponsored 
by the Eagle Lake Lions 
Club. The trail ride will 
begin at 8 a.m. from the 
Myrtle Cemetery at Rock-
Island to the Rice High 
School P'.F.A. Show Barn. 
The sweetheart contes­
tants entering the trail ride 
must be there by 8 a.m. to 
receive their number from 
Kevin Brisco. After reach 
ing the show barn around 11-
a.m., the sweetheart con 
testants will be judged. T^' 
public is invited to partici 
pateTn the trail ride. 

Sales in November in t,he was for $8(222.22, represen 
city of Eagle Lake in- ling its one-cent share nt 
creased over the same sales tax collected on 
period a year ago, according November sales. During 
to figures released this the same month a year ago. 

Also at 8 a.m. the. 
hVPSIork judging will begin. 
The steers will be judged 
by Dr. Harold Franke and^ 
the hogs by Dr. T. D. 

C o l u m b u s d e c r e a s e d 
dramatically. 

The check the city gover­
nment received this month 

from year to year 
percent 

6.9 

FFA trailr ide Feb. 5 
The Rice Future Farmers 

of America trai lr ide' i s 
scheduled FVbruary 5 start­
ing at 8 a.m., according to 
Roy Dean V 5 \ Nort, 
trailboss. 

All trailride queen appli 
cants must register and 
receive a number at the 
start of the ride and m.u.st 

month was for only 
$8,884.74, a 15.6 percent 
decline over the $10„524.21 
check received a year 
earlier. These figures 

TFetilv recetveda citeetc for ^-represent safes reports for ̂ »«fc«l^y^ The-miiHttW wW 
$7,691.62. The increase businesses which report he placed according ito 

monthly. Next month's 
check will include those 
busines.ses as well as ones 
which report quarterly. 

Weimar's sales were 
down 22.9 percent. That 
city re.ceived a $4,036.74 
check, compared to 
$5,237.34 a year ago. 

1:30 p inTThere will be 
appriiximately 45 calves 
itr,ii .V) h<)gs entered. The 
auction will be sponsored 
bv the (iarwxxjd Lions Club 
with Billy Bode, serving as 
auctioneer. The buyer may 
have his animal processed 
or he may resell- it in a' 

special Commercial Sale 
immediately following the 
saJe. 'If you wish to 
purchase an animal, but 
cannot attend the sale, 
please contact Bill Carpert 
ler-at 7,58 3298 or 234 3535. 
We hope we can interest 
you in buying a calf or hog 
from some of the F.P\A. 
members. The animals are' 
fed by these members who 
take pride and interest in 

b e t t e r m o n e y 
management was one of the 
items of discussion during,, 
the (Toloradu County ("om 
missioners meeting .Monday 
in Columbus. 

The group approved 
detaijs for bidders seeking 
to be the county financial 
depository for the next two 
years. 

In other business, com 
missioners voted to start 
condemnation prcK-eedings 
on property in the right of 
way of r . S. 71' where 
four lane work is planned. 

They also appointed Rev. 
Michael l#T=ron of ^ g l e 
Lake as president of the 
county Mental Health and 
Mental Retardation board. 

Ruring the discussion 
^ • " ^ • ? — J 

Columbus' check this 

USDA grading standards. 
Also there will be a steer 
and showmanship contest. 

ride as they >yill be judged 
along the way. 

Also, all interested riders 
should meet at Myrtle 
Cemetery near Rock Island 
prior to the'Start of the 
ride. The trailride ends at 
the Rice High School FFA 
Barn. 

caring for their animals. 
V^ithout your support, 
many of the F.P'.A. ftiem 
bers could not participate 
and thereby, benefit from 
the F'.F.A'. program. This 
show and sale aid our youth 
in gaining valuable exper 
ience and training through 
the Rice F'.F'.A. program. 

A harb«H'ue dinner, pre­
pared by Mikeska's of 
Columbus, will be served at 
noon in the Vocational 
Agriculture Shop. All are 
invited to come out and 
enjoy the delicious beef and - So plea.se come out and 

Tax penalties start February 1 
If you haven't paid your 

property taxes yet , you 
only have a tew days i 
stiff penalties will be added, 
costing you more money. 

According to Billy 
Youens, county appraisal 
district chief, all taxes not 
paid by February 1 will 
increase by a seven percent 
penalty. 

Additional penalties are 
ad^ed the first of each 
additional month the taxes 
remain unpaid until July, 

when the penalty becomes 
33 percent and the taxing 

can Ih^n turn tho bill 
over to an attoriiey for legal 
collection. 

Youens said to avoid amy 
penalties, taxes can be paid 
in person to the tax office in 
Columbus or postmarked 
with a January 31 or earlier 
date. 

City taxes can be paid at 
the Municipal Building in 
Eagle Lake. 

Christian book 
reviewer at First 
Baptist Church Feb. 4 

A ladies luncheon and 
book review will be held at 
the First Baptist Church 
Friday, February 4 at 11:30 
a.m. 

Lawanna Mclver, a noted 
revie^er«f christian books, 
will be t ie keynote speaker. 

-&hr—wffl—be—reviewing 
"Walk Across America, ".d 
story about a young man 
who becomes disenchanted 
with America. 

Anyone desiring to at­
tend, who has not be'en 
contacted by a delegate 
from your church, may 
make reservations by call­
ing the First Baptist 
Church at 234 2571 before" 
Tuesday. February 1. 

pork rueal sponsored by the 
Sheridan Lions Club.' 

The auction will begin at 

support your local youth on 
Saturday, February 5 at the 
Rice F.F.A. Show and Sale. 

"alidiil Ihe'c6u"nrv*depoMn)fy*" 
specifications, .Judge Lester 
Cranek said that during the 
past year, the county kept 
Um much money in cash ac­
counts when it could 
have jj>een i n - in­
terest bearing accounts. 

During the last year the 
county averaged deposits 
as high as $1.96 million last 
January when lax collec 
lions were high, and as low 
as $0.59 million in October. 

As fdr t^e condemnation 
proceedings, tĥ ^ state is 
plaaning-to connect the 
new|y rebuilt portion of C. 
S. 71 in Faretle-^'ounty 
south of La GrangtAJith the 
m-vii fr»ur lane sl-clionxj the 
sanite highway that feeds 
directly into Interstate 10 
west of Columbus. 

However, several proper 
ty owners disagree with the 
state on the value of their 
prc^perty, and have refused 
to sell. An attorney for one 
of • the owners, Mack 
Boykin. told the court Mon 
day in a letter that the 
coanty should sta^^-<•ori-
demnation proceedings. 

The court voted to do just 
that. Cranek said there 
were a few..4i>art:els left to 
clean up the right ot way 

puirchases and that the 
highway department wants 
to let a contract for the 
roadbuilding work "in the" 
very near future."' 

Rev. Barron wa,̂  appoin 
ted IQ the MHMK.board 
when current pwsident Ef 
nest Dean Jr. of Weimar 
asked he not be reappoin 
ted. Dean and the com 
missioners spoke highly of 
the board's work. 

In other buHiness: 
- Commissioners rever 

sed a decision fAjfll the last 
meeting anjj, b t i ^ Piercje 
.Xrthu'r J<. Tolum'bus CPA._ 
to audit federal-revenue 
shar.ing fiiri'd"- allotted lo 
the (^"n^yJ^Vt the last 
meeting commissioners 
decitJed to p<jst pone such 
action until after the tax 
st-ason when other <'P.A fir-

- ms might hav* th§ time lo 
perform such work, and 
therefore might render a 
lower bid. Ho'Wever. the 
audit, which is only done 
every three years, has to be 
completed *by the end of 
May. The .\rthur bid was 
an -rw1=m»«***t«^ -ljets»'t*n. 
$6.r)(W and %H.'M). •which is 
for more t han ."{.'K) hours of 
Work. 

time on a clnld welfare r.on 
tract with the state ."̂ urh a 
contract would help pa.v 
costs o[ supporting lf)cal in 
diirent children. 

Decided to advertise 
tuf hn+^ for pilinc"; and 
^ille driv ing work on 
Cr^issco Creek, county road 
HWC in <'ommissionrr Otto 
Lix'ssin's precinct. 

.Added Bernard 
Braden of Weimar and 
Henry "Butch" Sirunk to 
the county historical survey 
toniniittee for IW.'i H4 

Council to put teeth into truck policy 
It appears city council 

soon will approve an or 
dinance bannjng parking.on 
city streets by vehicles^ that 
have more than six wheels, 
hut the question remains on. 

Scouts hear wildlife talk 

how stiff that ordin*nf« w ill 
be. ' • 

During council's regular 
meeting Tuesday night, 
that ordinance was one of 
the main items of business, 
plus artion on revision of 
the sidewalk sales ordinan 
ce and a discussion on the 
possibility of reducing cjty 
expenses during the next 
fiscal year. 

Council also voted to 

trucks ou citt streets, and 
the parking of such trucks, 
loaded or empty, on city 
streets has been forbidden. 

However, not all truckers 
are belpingtlw city enforce 

but defines a truck.as a 
vehicle which has piore 
than SIX wheels and is 
designed or used primarily 
for transportation of proper 
It defines an empty vehicle 

was discussion on whether 
empty vehicles should be 
allowed to park for '•¥}-
minute periods. This would 
allow drivers to patronize 
local businesses, 

the restriction on the nurr> 
ber of sales merchants will 
be allowi-d has been expan 
ded to SIX per yea,r, not 
counting sales in conjunc 

'lion with communitv wide 

such a policy, and recently 
truck parking has become a 
problem because of the 
narrow streets. An ;.pr 
diwnce will give the polic.e 
department ewforr^me^t 
power*.. 

The ordinance under 
consideration does not 
single out gravel trucks. 

New parks in 

as oni that has less than Council will discuss ifie 
onefourth of its property ordinance at its next 
carrying space occupied by meeting on February 8. 

. T h e sidewalk sale ot 
dinance. as it was adopted 

goods or commodities. 
• The ordinanc^sets the 
restrictions that no person 
shall operate a loaded or 
partially loaded commercial 
vehicle on any city streeet 
"except for the purpose of 
delivering or picking up 
materials or merchandise, 
or foT the purpose of 

last summer included a 
January review clause. Un 
der that review, such a 
clause will be removed, and 

events such 'as a fesii\al or 
the Santa Claus \isil 

The ri(> budxpt for next 
year is in the preliminary 
pr«'paration stage by cit.v 
manager Robert Klockman. 
Mayor Elmer Stjuss asked 

S e e r o r \ f l I . | i , g e I 2 

9Up iffiXoi' 
ScQuts, Cub Scouts and 
Tiger Cubs met last 
Tiiesday afternoon at 3:30 
in thy library conference 
room to hear a pfoffram on 
wHdIife. 

Joe T. Stevens, a retired 
• wddlif* biologist, presented 

the program to the scouts. 
Through a well prese'nted 
slide show and imitation of 
animal calls, Stevens took 

;' • t . •"to th<e » . , , , ; ,,) 
birds and fur-bearing am 
mals of the state. ~ 

Larry Dulany, who co 
ordinaled4he presentation, 
said that with the scouts 
being the leaders Of the' 
future, the responsibility of 
conserving animals will be 
on their shoulders. 

With this in mind and 
being active in wildlife 
conservation and manage-

1- prc;.";jrtj^ 
Njiiic^ 111 ihoke animals 
Whith have become extinct' 
in the state, such as the 
grey fox a'hd discussed 
conservation methods. 

In his presentation at the 
Chamber banquet that 
night, Stevens said he 
hoped he had planted in 
each boy a small seed of 
concern for wildlife. 

d{lay a payment on the new'i 
city sewer plant until the 
city' receives, w ritt' 
proval oTth^U/Jt fr<ii 
Texas Bepartmeni oL 
Water Resources. 

The truck ordinance. 
simply stated, will put into 
law a fmlicy the city has 
been attempting to follow 
for some l ime. Through 
cooperation of trucking fir 
ms. the unwritten policy 
hi's been that drivers of 
l«aded gravel trucks are 
forbidden to drive such 

City s future? 
Mavor Elmer Struss said' 
JCaifijTWifh: <*« ."̂ '̂••̂ ^ 

should consider keeping for ^ 
public park areas two of the' 
parcels of land it did î ot sell 
at its recent deliquent tax 
«ale. 

One of the revitalijation 
committees is recommen 
ding the city establish small 
parks to etfhance the city. 
and give young people more 
rewarding places to spend 
their time. 

driving to and from com 
rtiercial repair or service 
facilities. " '• ' . 

'person tm 
mer^'utt^thicle on C'lty 
streets logo to and frdm his 
or her residence if the 
vehicle is empty...." 

Penalty for violation of 
such an ordinance is a'fine 
of between $25 and $200. 
Vehicles also may be im 
pounded. 

Although council seemed 
to agree the Ordinance 
should be approved, the^e 

Truly not to.seek council seat 
City Councilman Ralph said he had no coniment on 

Tfuiy mfliiMefl Tut.?aa.v 
night he will not s^ek 

it'ast one new commissioner 
will be^elected'in the April 2 

'city ele<;tions. 
"Truly's seal, and those of 

courtcilmen Mike Duarte 
and .Mvin Kohleffel are the 
posts that will be on the city-
Ballot. 

Kohleffel said Tuesday 
that he was undecided oq 
whether he will seek 
another term, and Duarte 

-reelection. 

ttn" 1..'N; iia.\ rt s.iit nts can 
file for election. There is^pd " 
filing fee. 

On February 8 council is 
scheduled to call the ejA'. 
tion. March 2 IS the last My ' 
to file.' and absentee votings 
begins on March 14. 

Truly ha"! held several 
terms on council and 
Kohleffel has been on coun­
cil for more than lo years. 

^ M 
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